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Their empire was dissolved towards the end of the
fifteenth century, and several smaller kingdoms rose out
of its ruins. Among these, Krim, Kasan, and Astrachan
were the most important. The princes of these king-
doms still gloried in their descent from Chingis-Khan,
and had hence a real right to the name of Mongols or
Tatars. But their armies and subjects also, who were
not of Mongol, but of Turkish blood, received the name
of their princes; and their languages continued to be
called Tatarie, even after the Turkish tribes by whom
they were spoken had been brought under the Russian
sceptre, and were no longer governed by Khans of
Mongolic or Tatarie origin. It would therefore be
desirable to use Turkic instead of Tatarie, when,
speaking of the third branch of the northern division
of the Ural-Altaic family, did not a change of ter-
minology generally produce as much confusion as It
remedies. The recollection of their non-Tataric, i.e.
non-Mongolic, origin remains, it appears, among the
so-called Tatars of Kasan and Astrachan. If asked
whether they are Tatars, they reply No; and they
call their language Turki or Turuk, but not Tatari.
Nay, they consider Tatar as a term of reproach,
synonymous with robber, evidently from a recollec-
tion that their ancestors had once been conquered
and enslaved by Mongolic, that is, Tatarie, tribes.
All this rests on the authority of Klaproth, who
during his stay in Eussia had great opportunities of
studying the languages spoken on the frontiers of
this half-Asiatic empire.

The conquests of the Mongols, or the descendants
of Chingis-Khan, were not confined3 however, to these